Ralph DiCarpio

P.O. Box 472

Round Top, NY 12473-0472


Dear Sir:

I am currently working on my master’s thesis at Empire State College, a division of the State University of New York. The subject of my thesis is the changes in memory concerning World War II. Before explaining my purpose in contacting you, perhaps it would be best to explain my interest in the war.

My father served as a Marine in the Pacific from 1942 onward and participated in the battles of Tarawa, Saipan, Tinian as a member of the 2nd Marine Division. My father, who passed away in 2003, was never at a loss to relate interesting, and often humorous, stories of his time in New Zealand and Hawaii, but the only times he would speak of his combat experiences was in his nightmares. As his son, I was intensely interested in why it was that dad would wake up screaming and so, I spent the better part of my life studying the war to better understand not only his experiences, but what it was that shaped the man who raised me.

I decided that in pursuing my masters in history, I would turn an historian’s eye upon the effect that World War II had upon the immediate post-war world; the world that I grew up in and that shaped my environment and, therefore, me. What I plan to do is to study the ways in which the memory of the war has changed throughout the years. I intend to gather information from news stories, popular entertainment including memoirs, novels, movies and television and from the participants themselves. It is the latter to which I address my request to you.

If you could complete the attached questionnaire as fully as possible and return it to me via mail or email, it would assist me in no small measure. I believe that you will deduce from the tone of the questions that I want your opinions and feelings as to how the war is remembered by the succeeding generations. I hope that the final product will be a comprehensive analysis of the ebbs and flows of remembrance especially from the viewpoint of those who made history.

Thank you for your participations.

Ralph DiCarpio


518-622-8848
▪
518-965-5095
▪
ralphd@mhonline.net 

Post-World War II Survey

Name





Zip Code


DOB




1. Service Information

Branch: (circle)
Army  Navy  Air Force  Marines  Coast Guard  Merchant Marine

Specialty:





Rank: 

Unit:






Theater:

Decorations: 

Dates of Service:
Entered:



Returned:


2. Post-War Information

Occupation:

Education:
Highest Level Attained:



Major:

Did you use the GI Bill to attend college?
Y
N
College Name:

Vocational school?
Y
N
School Name: 




# Children:


3. Post-War Attitudes (Kindly attach additional pages if necessary)

In your opinion, how has the war been portrayed in the media since 1945?








page one

Post-World War II Survey (page two)

In your opinion, how has the war been presented to school children since 1945?










In your opinion, will the legacy of the war be forgotten?







Additional comments
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